
STAFF REPORT
A formal dedication service

for the newly completed Fre-
donia Valley Veterans Memo-
rial will be among four
Memorial Day recognition
events this weekend around
the immediate area.
There will be ceremonies at

Marion, Burna, Blackford
and Fredonia, where the
101st Fort Campbell Military
Band will perform.
The Fredonia Valley Her-

itage Society and Fredonia
American Legion Post 103
have worked tirelessly to-
wards this unveiling of the
new shrine just off of Cassidy
Ave., the main street in
downtown Fredonia.
Attendees are encouraged

to bring their own chair as
there is no seating available.
Parking will be available at
several locations near the me-
morial, including at Buddy
Rogers Park, Fredonia Lions
Club, First Baptist Church
and Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church. Buses or golf
carts will be available at the
churches to shuttle people to
the memorial.
•Mapleview Cemetery will

host a 10 a.m., ceremony at
its Veterans Memorial. Burna
American Legion Post 217 is
in charge of the event. Retired
U.S. Army Lt. Col. James
Whitworth will be guest

speaker. He is a 1986 gradu-
ate of Livingston Central High
School and currently lives in
Ledbetter. Whitworth served
in the 1st Cavalry Division,
was part of Desert Shield and
was trained in air assault and
special forces and reconnais-
sance. He was also an NCO
instructor.
With Whitworth will be his

uncle, Woody Curry, 99, one
of the few living World War II
veterans currently residing in
this area. He is also from Led-
better and is a native of
Carrsville.
There will also be a flag

folding demonstration pre-
sented with a history and
meaning of each fold and
Taps presented by a bugler
along with a presentation of
its history and origin.
•Burna American Legion

Post 217 will host its annual

Memorial Day Ceremony be-
ginning at 8 a.m., Sunday.
Retired U.S. Army Maj. John
Allen Scarbrough, a Liv-
ingston County native now
living in Oklahoma, will be
the speaker.
•Blackford Veterans Walk of

Honor will host its annual
Memorial Day weekend event
at 10 a.m., Saturday. 
Guest speaker will be Lynn

Goodrich, a retired U.S. Army
1st sergeant and a county
constable.
There will be a 21-gun

salute with M16 rifles and re-
freshments.
The Ledford Dogcart will be

providing free American hot-
dogs to anyone attending the
service. Any donations re-
ceived will go to the Wounded
Warriors Project.
There will not be a cere-

mony at Shady Grove Ceme-
tery this year.
The Fredonia memorial was

shaped by the Heritage Soci-
ety and Legion together with
assistance from the City of
Fredonia, the Morgan Foun-
dation and Ron Raboud of
Wounded Warriors Outdoors. 
“We are all indebted to our

veterans. They are a symbol
of what makes our country
great. We want this Memorial
Park to forever stand as a re-

See MEMORIAL/page 3

Tidbits
from the
election
With a short turnaround

time from the closing of the
polls to printing last week’s
newspaper there wasn’t
enough time to digest every
detail and get into print some
interesting tidbits. So here’s a
followup on post-election
morsels from a reporter’s
notebook.
Just one-third of the voters

went to the polls last week.
That’s a bit lower than most
had anticipated.
Being a non-pres-
idential election,
it was probably a
higher than nor-
mal turnout, but
considering all of
the important
local races it may
have fallen a tad
short.
There were

2,109 votes cast
in the county. Of
those 1,761 were
by Republicans, who have
3,841 registered with the
party. The GOP turnout was
45.9 percent. Democrats cast
just 348 ballots last week.
There are 2,221 registered
with that party.
Tolu had the highest

turnout of any precinct with
58 percent going to the polls.
That wasn’t surprising since
that area had the job of elect-
ing a new magistrate and all
three candidates for PVA hail
from Tolu. Republican nomi-
nee for sheriff, Evan Head, is
from the nearby Sheridan
area, too, as were a handful of
other candidates on the bal-
lot.
•A couple of inconsequential

corrections have been made to
the spreadsheet published
last week. About a dozen
votes were misplaced in the
handwritten copy we used to
fill in our published totals. An
updated version will be cast
into the archives on our web-
site where we have election re-
sults for the past 20 years if
you’re interested. 
•Ronnie Heady, the outgo-

ing PVA who had filed to run
for state representative before
the legislature re-drew district
lines just days ahead of the
filing deadline, was on the
ballot in Madisonville and got
several votes. 
Yep, although he was not

even qualified as a candidate
in District 4 – which is the
House seat that used to be-
long to Crittenden County –
Heady got 437 votes in the
Hopkins County Democratic
primary won by Byron Hob-
good, who had 1,681 votes. 
By the time Heady peti-

tioned to remove his name
from the District 4 race, bal-
lots had already been printed
and his name was on them.
•Perhaps the most confu-

sion last week with the new
voting rules and precinct loca-
tions in Crittenden County
were with regard to the cen-
tral voting center at Marion
Baptist Church. That location
– which had three voting
booths – is capable of han-
dling ballots from anyone in
the county no matter where
the voter lives. So folks in
Frances or Shady Grove or
Tolu or Hebron can vote in
Marion and their selections
are marked to their home
precinct. 
County Clerk Daryl Tabor –

who won his own election for
the first time after being ap-
pointed a year and a half ago
when former Clerk Carolyn
Byford retired – said the vot-
ing center in Marion had a
steady stream of folks all day
long, but lines were never long

See ELECTION/page 11
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Filing deadline nears
for City Council, Mayor,
School Board elections
Deadline to register for city

council or mayor is quickly ap-
proaching. The last day to file
to seek election in the non-
partisan fall general election is
Tuesday, June 7. Filing deadline
for Crittenden County Board of
Education is also that day.
There are two seats up for
grabs, Districts 2 and 5, cur-
rently held by Eric Larue and
Ryan McDaniel, respectively.
McDaniel has already filed and
LaRue has picked up a filing
form from the clerk’s office. So
far, there have been two indi-
viduals file to run for mayor in
Marion. They are current city
council member Phyllis Sykes
and Austin “A.J.” Valentine. Two
individuals have filed to run for
the six-member Marion City
Council and neither is a current
member of the group. They are
Bobby Belt and Troy McGahan.
The last day to file as a write-in
candidate for the fall general
election is Oct. 28.

zoning change is
sought on watson
Request for a Zoning Map

Amendment for property lo-
cated at 200 Watson Street in
Marion has been filed with the
Marion Planning Commission.
A request to rezone the prop-
erty from C-2 Highway Busi-
ness District to R-3 Residential
will be considered. A public
hearing will be hosted by the
Planning Commission at 5:30
p.m., June 9 at City Hall. For
further information, call Marion
City Hall at 270-965-2266.

Family literacy event
planned june 14 at park
Family Literacy Night will be

held from 4-6 p.m., Tuesday,
June 14 at Marion-Crittenden
County Park. This program is
open to anyone in the commu-
nity and is presented by Crit-
tenden County Early Childhood
Council. There will be give-
aways, games, books, food,
specials guests from Paw Patrol
and a Community Baby Shower
with gifts and resources for
new and expecting mothers.
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Farmers moving
drive-through to
main office lot
STAFF REPORT
Farmers Bank is moving its drive-through

banking services from its branch on North
Main Street to its headquarters in downtown
Marion (see artist’s rendering on page 12).
The bank will be adding three drive-through

lanes located on what is now an empty lot, lo-
cated next to the bank where the Dollar Gen-
eral building was once located. 
Eventually, the bank plans to sell the

branch and the building it owns next door
which was most recently a finance company.
Tellers from the branch at 203 North Main

Street will be relocated to the main office

where they will continue to serve their cus-
tomers in the drive-through. These six tellers
will join the more than 30 staff members at
Farmers’ main office, which will make a better
experience for customers, the bank said in a
news release issued late last week.
“We are thrilled to invest in downtown Mar-

ion again.  Our multi-million dollar renovation
of our Main Office was completed in 2018 and

See BANK/page 4

Paving projects coming to 855, 654, 297 
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County will be getting

$531,778.05 in Kentucky Rural Secondary
Road funds for fiscal year 2022-23 to improve
state highways in the community. 
Jason Samanns, superintendent of the

county’s highway crew, presented the Kentucky
Department of Highways recommendation for
spending that money and it was approved by
county magistrates last week.
Highways designated for improvements in the

See PAVING/page 9

Fredonia Unveils New Memorial

Four events mark sacrifices

2 bridges get repairs; another restricted 
STAFF REPORT
Work to repair two bridges on Mexico

Road should begin within days, but county
officials learned early this week that an-
other bridge on KY 654 South will have its
weight limit reduced to 13 tons, affecting
commerical, bus and farm traffic.
Crittenden County Fiscal Court approved

bids last week from Crown Paving of
Princeton to execute improvements to
Claylick Creek Bridge that has been closed

See BRIDGES/page 9

Area Memorial Services
n Saturday | Blackford, 10am
n Sunday | Burna, 8am
n Monday | Mapleview, 10am
n Monday | Fredonia, 1pm

Bridges, highways receive funding

Farmers Bank’s drive-through services are
moving to the now vacant lot next to the main
office in downtown Marion.

Fredonia Valley Veterans Memorial



Rushing 
Frances M. Rushing, 

84, of Burna died Thurs-
day, May 19, 2022 at 
Oakview Nursing and 
Rehab in 
C a l v e r t 
City.  

She has 
been a 
member of 
Dyer Hill 
C h u r c h 
s i n c e 
1964. She 
was a sec-
retary for 43 years at Liv-
ingston Central High 
School and enjoyed 
flowers, painting rocks 
and crafts. 

Surviving are three 
sons, Lynn (Mary) Rush-
ing and Mike (Shannon) 
Rushing, both of Burna, 
and Dale (Leslyn) Rush-
ing of Crestwood; seven 
grandchildren, Laura 
Ferguson, Julie Rushing, 
Jessie Smith, Emma 
Coleman, Betsy Rushing, 
Alex Rushing and Olivia 
Rushing; six great-grand-
children, Weston Rush-
ing, Bryson Rushing, 
Allie Vincent, Kenslee 
Vincent, Callie Ferguson, 
Nova Ferguson and Jase 
Smith; and a sister, Sha-
ron Von Weiland of Mia-
misburg, Ohio. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
William O. and Emma 
Lou (Mars) McDowell. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, May 22 Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services. Bu-
rial was in Dyer Hill Cem-
etery. 

Paid obituary 

Stone 
Jerry Dale Stone, 74, 

formally of Eddyville, 
passed from this life and 
met his Lord and Savior 
on Monday, May 23, 
2022 at 
B a p t i s t 
Health in 
Paducah. 

He was 
born in 
M a r i o n 
and was 
raised in 
t h e 
Frances com-
munity. He 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Crit-
tenden County 
High School in 
1965. He 
served his country in the 
U.S. Army during the 
Vietnam War. He was a 
beloved son, brother, 
father, uncle, grand-
father and friend. He 
loved fishing, living on 
the lake, anything to do 
with vintage cars, classic 
car shows, boats and mo-
torcycles. He loved water 
life and cruising the 
roads, the mountains 
and nature.  He was an 
entrepreneur of many 
business endeavors. You 
could describe him a 
mischievous, fun loving, 
outgoing soul. He retired 
from Alcan Aluminum in 
Sebree after 32 years. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Angela “Angel” Stone 
(Brad) Richards of Fancy 

Farm; a step-son Jona-
than Taylor of Marion; a 
brother, Max (Lisa) Stone 
of Marion; a blood 
brother, Lonnie Tabor of 
Fredonia; a grandson, 
Noah Bradley Richards; 
nieces and nephew 
James Evan Stone of 
Marion, Leslie (Mark) 
Jackson of Dycusburg, 
Kayla (Jeremy) Brasher 
of Eddyville and Jennifer 
Stone of Marion; aunts 
Dottie Helen Simpson of 
Illinois and Joann As-
bridge of Frances; a 
sister-in-law, Kathy 
Waters Stone of Eddy-
ville; in-laws Gary and 
Brenda Hodges; several 
great-nieces and 
nephews and cousins 
from near and far. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Paul Lee and Dora Ruth 
Stone; and two brothers, 
Paul “Monnie” Stone and 
Wesley Miles Stone. 

Services are at 2 p.m., 
Thursday, May 26 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services. Burial will fol-
low in Frances Cemetery 
with Bro. Chris Clarke of-
ficiating. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from 11 a.m., 
until the funeral hour in 
the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the 
American Legion and Gi-
deon Bibles. 

Paid obituary 

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, May 26, 2022

Deaths

m

2

Dale and Shirley 
Campbell of Marion will 
celebrate their 50th an-
niversary May 26, 2022. 

Dale and the former 
Shirley Oliver of Prince-
ton were married by Bro. 
Marvin Hall at Seven 
Springs Baptist Church 
May 26, 1972. 

Shirley is the daughter 
of the late Clyde and 

Mary Oliver and Dale is 
the son of the late Arlis 
and Leaona Campbell of 
Marion. 

The couple have two 
sons, Jody (Holly) Camp-
bell and Jamie Campbell, 
both of Lyon County. 
They have five grandchil-
dren and four great-
grandchildren. 

Campbells 
celebrate 50th

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden Community 

Hospital is expanding its 
service area to Fredonia 
and is taking with it a fa-
miliar face in the medical 
community. 

Anticipated opening 
date for the hospital’s 
new clinic, Fredonia 
Family Care, is July 1. 

Beverly Jones, APRN, 
will see patients at Fredo-
nia Family Care, and 
until the clinic is open, 
Jones is seeing patients 
at Marion’s Family Prac-
tice Clinic. 

Jones has worked in 
healthcare for 36 years, 
most recently in Fredonia 
under retired family 
physician Dr. Scott Gra-
ham.  

Jones began her career 
in Crittenden County in 
1986. She is duel certi-
fied in 
w o m e n ’ s 
health and 
f a m i l y 
practice.  

“I am one 
of very few 
dual certi-
fied,” she 
said. “In 
terms of 
w o m e n ’ s 
health I do IUD inser-
tions, colposcopy for ab-
normal PAPs and I’m 
certified in all of these 
procedures.” 

Jones has been a 
nurse practitioner for 32 
years. 

“A lot of my patients 

have been with me for 32 
years,” she said. “I’m very 
blessed with my patients 
and how they stay with 
me, so I’m really the 
humble one here and the
blessed provider.” 

Jones, who resides in 
Princeton, raised her 
children in Fredonia and 
considers Fredonia 
home.  

“My son was Dr. Gra-
ham’s first patient, and 
my husband was Dr. 
Graham’s last patient,” 
she said.  

Call Family Practice 
Clinic in Marion to 
schedule an appointment 
with Jones. She sees pa-
tients Monday through 
Wednesday.

Clinic welcomes Jones,  
plans Fredonia office 

LBL events 
this weekend 

Several events are on 
the agenda throughout 
Land Between the Lakes 
this Memorial Day week-
end.  

Whether you’re a na-
ture or animal lover, 
there is a program for 
you and your family. 

The Homeplace and 
Woodlands Nature Sta-
tion have a host of pro-
grams scheduled during 
the three-day holiday 
weekend.  

Visit the LBL’s web 
page and click the 
Events tab to see a de-
scription of scheduled 
programming. 

Jones

The University of Mis-
sissippi announced stu-
dents named to the 
Spring 2022 Honor Roll 
lists, including the 
Dean's Honor Roll, which 
is reserved for students 
who earn a semester GPA 
of 3.50-3.74. 

Kenlee McDaniel of 
Marion, majoring in inte-
grated marketing com-
munications, was named 
to the Dean's Honor Roll. 

Layton Hammett of 
Princeton, majoring in 
Accountancy, was named 
to the Dean's Honor Roll. 

Samantha Rice of 
Grand Rivers, maajoring 
in Chinese and anthro-

pology, was named to the 
Dean's Honor Roll. 

In order to be eligible 
for honor roll designa-
tion, a student must 

have completed at least 
12 graded hours for the 
semester and may not be 
on academic probation 
during the semester.

Three on Ole Miss Dean’s List
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CCHS Academic Honors
Recognition was bestowed upon a number of students last week at the annual Crittenden
County High School Academic Awards Banquet. Among those honored were (front from
left) Ari Smith, Alex Jones, Jazmyn Lineberry, Carly Towery, Kady Parrish, Ricky Alvarez,
Taylor Haire, Kaylee Goodrich, Jenna Newland, (second row) Payton Maness, Carly Porter,
Keira Chaney, Allie Beard, Marley Phelps, Maddie Travis, Jacie Ricketts, Paityn Buckman,
Karsyn Potter, Bailey Williams, Kayleigh Weathers, Rachel Mundy, Makayla Ford, Principal
Melissa Quertermous, (back row) Assistant Principal Brian Wynn, Cutter Singleton, Jordan
Hardesty, William Renschler, Gabe Keller, Caden DeBoe, Josh Marshall, Kailyn Stokes,
Callie Dempsey, Jacob Hoover, Dennon Wilson, Dane West, Ethan Shirley and Wyatt
Hodge.

Conservation District Awards
Crittenden County Conservation District presented
its annual recognition awards last month at its yearly
banquet. Among those recognized were (from above
left) Alexis Jones, who won the Jim Claypool “We
Need Water” Art Contest; Margaret Parish, who re-
ceived the Helen Hunt Honor Award; and John Zim-
mer, who was presented the Friend of Wildlife Award.
Pictured with Parish are family members, Rhett, Na-
talie, Philip, Audra, Cali and her husband Tom
Fritsch. Conservation District representative Tyler
Guess presented Zimmer with his award. Zimmer is
manager of the Big Rivers Wildlife Management Area
in Crittenden and Union counties.

MEMORIAL
Continued from page 1

minder that we must
never forget what all our
veterans have done to en-
sure our freedom,” said
Pam Faughn one of the
organizers.
Land for the memorial

park was donated by Cap-
tain J. Todd and Karen
Phelps in memory of Lt.
Col. Steve Prowell, who
was born and raised in
the Fredonia Valley and
died in the line of duty
while serving in the U.S.
Air Force. He served from
1970 until the time of his
death in 1984. Memorial
bricks began being sold in
the fall of 2020 for the me-
morial project and phase
one is complete with a
large granite monument
installed at the back of the
large sidewalk ring on
which memorial bricks
have been placed. The
American flag and pole
were donated by Wood-
men Life. Military flags
and poles were donated
by several veterans and
families of veterans. 
Phase two will include a

bench, pavilion and picnic
tables for which sponsor-
ships will be sought. The
second phase will also
consist of two other areas
that will honor first re-
sponders and correctional
officers. Work will begin
on those areas later this
summer. Brick sales will
continue. 
Dedication and commu-

nity-minded support
helped see completion of
phase one. Project com-
mittee members have
been the late Glen Keel,
Denny Brasher, Rodney
Paris, Todd Phelps,
Brenda Fraliex, Linda
Bennett, Presley Lamm
and Pam Faughn.

Government offices
closed for holiday
Local government of-

fices and many busi-
nesses will be closed
Monday in observance of
Memorial Day.
The courthouse, city

hall, post office and Crit-
tenden Press will be
among those closed on
Monday.
Additionally, the animal

shelter and convenience
center will be closed on
Saturday.

U.S. Rep. James
Comer is coming to Mar-
ion Thursday to get a
first-hand look at Lake
George and to discuss
the city’s drinking water
crisis. Comer will meet
with local leaders at the
courthouse at 2 p.m.,
then drive out to the

lake, which is now virtu-
ally dry.
The lake was emptied

recently due to a leak in
the levee. It is a source of
Marion’s raw water,
which is treated at the
nearby plant and distrib-
uted as potable water to
customers.

Comer coming to see lake
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50 YEARS AGO
May 25, 1972
n Three trustees and officers for the
Board of Trustees for the Crittenden
County Historical Society were elected in-
cluding Ed Hill, Braxton McDonald and
Ercel Alexander. Bob Wheeler was again
chosen to serve as chairman of the board.
Vice-chairman will be Ed Hill, and Braxton
McDonald will serve as secretary. 
n Dr. Wes Creager of Marion was named
one of four new members to the board of
trustees of the rural Kentucky Medical
Scholarship Fund at its 26th annual meet-
ing. 
n Airman Joseph L. Easley completed his
U.S. Air Force basic training at the Air
Training Command’s Lackland AFB, Tex. 
n Cathy Henry was crowned queen of the
annual Spring Horse Show. 

25 YEARS AGO
June 5, 1997
n Chad Chandler graduated from EKU
with honors. 
n Joy Kirk of Marion received a bachelor
of arts degree in human services from

Lindsey Wilson College. 
n Heather Templeton was named to the
Dean’s list at Bethel College. 
n Four Crittenden County baseball play-
ers earned a spot on the Princeton Post
116 American Legion Baseball team. They
were Brian Shemwell, David Beverly,
Robby Croft and Justin Hodge. 

10 YEARS AGO
May 21, 2012
n CCHS valedictorians were Matt O’Dell,
Madison Travis, Emily Shewcraft, Brody
Bruns and Jenna Lynn. CCHS salutatorian
was Dominique LaPlante. 
n Crittenden County graduate Steve
Combs became the vice chancellor of ac-
ademic affairs at Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege in Columbus, Ind. 
n The City of Marion dedicated its new fire
station with a ribbon cutting ceremony. 
n Siblings Jarrod and Jason Singleton
were inducted into the 50-year Horse So-
ciety. 

Want More Local History
Read online a blog written by local historian

and Press columnist Brenda Underdown
http://ourforgottenpassages.blogspot.com

Drury earns
master degree
Kristi Reshelle Drury
received a master’s de-
gree in business ad-
ministration from
Midway University at
Midway, Ky. She was
among 83 students to
receive gradate degrees
from the university.

Beshear touts
jobless rate,
GOP points blame
Gov. Andy Beshear re-
ported last week that
the commonwealth
posted the lowest un-
employment rate in
state history, further
proof that the com-
monwealth’s record-
breaking economic
momentum is benefit-
ting all Kentuckians.
However, his oppo-
nents say the economy
is a wreck and he’s
partly to blame.
According to the Ken-
tucky Center for Statis-
tics, an agency within
the Education and
Workforce Development
Cabinet, Kentucky’s
seasonally adjusted
preliminary April 2022
unemployment rate was
3.9%, the lowest rate
ever recorded since the
U.S. Bureau of Labor
and Statistics began re-
porting state rates in
1976.
“Kentucky’s economy
is absolutely on fire,
and today’s report
shows that continued
success is benefiting
Kentuckians across the

commonwealth,” Gov.
Beshear said. “We’ve
secured our spot as a
leader by establishing
Kentucky as the capital
for electric vehicle bat-
tery production and
agritech. But even more
important, we’re build-
ing a Kentucky where
our people can create a
better life through
great jobs, world-class
education opportuni-
ties, quality health care
and strong infrastruc-
ture. We’re not just
talking about building a
better Kentucky – we’re
doing it.”
The Republican Party
of Kentucky released
the following statement
after Governor Beshear
held a press conference
to spin Kentucky's lat-
est unemployment
numbers. 
“Andy Beshear is right
about one thing: the
Biden-Beshear economy
is definitely on fire,”
RPK spokesman Sean
Southard said. “Parents
can’t find baby formula,
the Dow is down 10% in
the last month, and J.P.
Morgan is predicting $6
a gallon gas nationwide
this summer. Our labor
force has 20,000 fewer
people today than when
Andy Beshear was
elected. We’ve gotten
national headlines for
being a leader in people
quitting their jobs. The
economy is definitely

on fire, and the Biden-
Beshear agenda is re-
sponsible for putting a
match to our wallets."
The governor said the
news follows a year
when the state shat-
tered every economic
development record in
the books, which in-
cluded a record $11.2
billion in private-sector
new location and ex-
pansion projects and
the creation of 18,000-
plus full-time jobs.
Under Gov. Beshear’s
leadership, more than
33,000 new jobs have
been created and pri-
vate-sector investment
has reached more than
$17 billion.

FUEL prices reach
record holiday high
Soaring costs at the
pump have made na-
tional headlines over
the last few months as
gas prices in the U.S.
climb to new record
highs. American drivers
this Memorial Day will
be contending with the
most expensive holiday
weekend at the pump
ever recorded. 
Average gasoline
prices in Kentucky have
risen 4.4 cents per gal-
lon in the last week,
averaging $4.29 per
gallon early this week,
according to Gas-
Buddy's survey of 2,623
stations in Kentucky.
Prices in Kentucky are
47.8 cents per gallon
higher than a month
ago and stand $1.48
higher than a year ago. 

Crittenden County Detention Center Census
Montly Average 2022
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JAIL CENSUS 
State Inmates
Federal Inmates
Other County Inmates
Critenden County Inmates
TOTAL INMATES

Weekenders
Work release
Out to Court
Actual Inmate Bed Count

Last Month REVENUE
State Housing Payments
Federal Housing Payments
Federal Transport Payments
Lyon Co. Housing Payments
Other County Housing Payments
Weekend/Work Release

TOTAL HOUSING

Last Month ANALYSIS
Cost of Crittenden Inmates
Numbers of Co. Housing Days
Daily Housing Rate
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION 
CENTER REPORT
MAY 19 21, 2022 

The Crittenden County
Detention Center report
is provided monthly to
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal
Court meetings. The in-
mate count was accu-
rate for the day the
report was created.

• Federal Inmates $49 Per diem
• State Inmates $31.34 Per diem
• Lyon County Inmates $36.00
• Other County Inmates $32.00

STAFF REPORT
County inmates held at

the jail reached an 18-
month peak in April and
the cost of detaining
those prisoners rose pro-
portionately.
Despite the county

spending $12,608 to foot

the bill for 394 days of in-
carceration for county
suspects or convicts in
April, the monthly aver-
age for 2022 remains
much lower than the pre-
vious two years. The av-
erage monthly cost this
year has been about

$8,400. In 2021 it was
$11,400 and $13,000 in
2020.
The increase last

month is largely due to a
high number of individu-
als being indicted on
felony charges. 

Harman to
lead school
SpEd Dept.
When Jenni Gilkey re-

tires as Crittenden
County School District’s
Director of Special Edu-
cation and
Pre-K Coordi-
nator later
next month,
a recent re-
tiree will take
her place.
Deborah Har-
man has
been chosen
as her successor, and
she says she feels the
time is right for her to re-
turn to serve students.
Harman most recently

held the position of prin-
cipal at Bend Gate Ele-
mentary School, a 4-star
academic achievement
honoree in Henderson.
Prior to that, she served
as the Director of Special
Projects for Union
County School District,
which included roles as
the district’s Director of
Special Education, Pre-
school, and other areas.
Harman holds a Rank 1
in Curriculum and In-
struction from Indiana
Wesleyan University,
along with a Rank 1 Cer-
tificate of Leadership in
Director of Special Edu-
cation from Murray
State University and a
master’s degree in
speech pathology from
West Virginia University. 
Harman said that a

desire for all students to
be successful is what led
her back into the world
of education after a brief
period of retirement. 
“I realized pretty

quickly that I missed
students and missed
being part of an educa-
tion team,” she said. 

BANK
Continued page 1

this addition of a more
practical drive-thru will
impact customers in a
very positive manner,”
said Wade Berry, the
bank’s president and
CEO. “What we are most
proud of is that our con-
tinued customer growth
in Marion allows us to
utilize all employees even
though we are streamlin-
ing operations.”  
“We have worked hard

while planning this addi-
tion to ensure it is a
safer, more convenient
option for each of our
customers,” said Andy
Hunt, chief financial offi-
cer and vice president of
the bank. “The new
drive-thru will have wider
lanes – enough to pull a
cattle trailer through –
which will include two
lanes dedicated to sim-
ple, personal customer

transactions and one
lane for more complex,
business transactions.”
Design of the drive-

through should not cre-
ate traffic issues on Main
Street, the bank said.
The area will be able to
accommodate 14 full-size
vehicles – cars or
trucks – before anyone
has to stop in the street. 
“Marion’s Saturday

mornings with traffic
being blocked due to cus-
tomers waiting to pull in
the drive-through will be
over,” Hunt added.
During construction

the existing ATM will be
inaccessible. However, a
temporary ATM will be
added at the current
drive-through location on
North Main Street. It will
be available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.  
“It will function the

same as our current ATM
and be able to take de-
posits,” said Paja Crider,

chief operations officer
and vice president.
“After the completion of
this project, the bank will
reopen the ATM lane at
the main office. By hav-
ing generator power
available, the customers
of the bank will have ac-
cess to the main office,
the drive-through, and
the ATM even during pro-
longed power outages.”  
Farmers Bank’s main

office in Marion also
serves as headquarters
for all Farmers Bank of-
fices statewide. Farmers
Bank is Marion’s oldest
and largest bank. It has
grown to nine locations,
almost 100 employees
and $530 million in as-
sets. Farmers Bank’s
nine-branch network
also includes offices in
Salem, Henderson,
Madisonville, Central
City, Greenville, Liver-
more, Calhoun and
Bowling Green. 

County inmate population highest in 18 months

Harman
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John F. Kennedy fa-
mously outshined Rich-
ard M� 1i[on in the first 
televised presi-
dential debate. 
Radio listeners 
gave the win 
to Nixon. Tele-
vision viewers 
went over-
whelmingly for 
Kennedy. From 
that day to this, 
being good in 
front of a cam-
era has been 
a Tualification 
for running for 
national office� 
Per for mance 
and short jabs 
have become 
the measuring 
stick for suit-
ability. 

We have lost nuance 
and well-argued positions 
which used to be com-
mon in debate. The last 
few cycles have continued 
to devolve into shouting 
matches and quick come-
backs. We will continue to 
get what we have asked 
for (regardless of which 
party has the advantage). 
Performance has been re-
duced to what one does 
to get into office� 7here 
is no guarantee that it 
will translate into perfor-
mance that matters.

At least since the time of 
3aul people have flocNed 
to hear new teachings. 
No doubt Paul’s teaching 
in the Areopagus at Ath-
ens drew a crowd. He was 
powerful in his argument 

and spoke well enough to 
be heard in a city synony-
mous with philosophy. He 

argued with the 
Stoics and Ep-
icureans. They 
called him a 
“babbler.” He 
was convincing 
and had them 
agreeing un-
til he spoke of 
the resurrec-
tion. Although 
the resurrec-
tion was not a 
popular belief, 
there was more 
debate, and 
some believed 
(Acts 17:34).

In America, 
at least since 
the time of the 
Great Awaken-

ings, people have flocNed 
to hear powerful preach-
ers perform – Jonathan 
Edwards, George White-
field and /yman %eecher 
among many others. In 
Kentucky a great commu-
nion festival (camp meet-
ing) at Cane Ridge sparked 
a revival in August of 
1801. Preachers ascend-
ed pulpits to preach, 
and people responded by 
dancing, crying and shak-
ing. The current version of 
the mourner’s bench has 
some of its roots here.

/ater, radio made it pos-
sible for those of excep-
tional talent or ambition 
to become famous. Tele-
vision has made it possi-
ble for a few exceptional 
communicators and sev-

eral peddlers of the gos-
pel to become crazy rich. 
Recently, social media 
and the COVID pandemic 
has made it so that near-
ly anyone who preaches 
needs to learn how to live-
stream. Production has 
become even more im-
portant than before, and 
professional production 
can overwhelm poor con-
tent.

Performing faith to be 
seen is not a new thing. 
Jesus warns of it in the 
Sermon on the Mount. 
Much of the apostle Paul’s 
trouble was caused by 
those who performed well 
but had less than pure 
motives.

What has applied in 
politics since the Kenne-
dy-Nixon debate has also 
affected faith. Not because 
they have much in com-
mon (even though I think 
they do), but because each 
has a powerful public ele-
ment and a necessary pri-
vate one� %oth are needed, 
but it is easy to get them 
backwards.

It is possible to fall 
into the trap of believing 
that Christianity must be 
“made relevant.” Many 
leaders believe that wor-
ship should be “appeal-
ing.” It can lead to an 
emphasis on performing 
in order to attract spec-
tators who are then en-
couraged to give so that 
the ministry of performing 
can continue. When peo-
ple of faith come together 
(and this is not restricted 

to Christianity), it already 
is relevant to those who 
are gathered. While there 
is nothing wrong with 
spending a great deal of 
effort to make a gather-
ing appealing, it must be 
accompanied by an even 
greater effort of practicing 
those teachings. 

The focus on perfor-
mance will continue to 
have profound implica-
tions for practicing faith. 
Those with large research 
and production crews will 
be able to attract an audi-
ence. What is lost is local 
connection and relation-
ship. We are seeing this in 
the continuing decline of 
local newspapers as well. 
When a community loses 
its newspaper it is in dan-
ger of losing local account-
ability and sense of com-
munity. When it loses its 
small churches to better 
produced ones the same 
forces can come into play.

Focus on performance 
will continue to make 
public gatherings more 
a place of watching than 
participating. No one can 
sing like the worship lead-
ers. No one can preach 
like the guy in skinny 
jeans and a sweater (is 
that what they still wear?) 
or the woman in a power 
suit. There are lights, vid-
eos, mood music, and cool 
graphics designed to at-
tract an audience, which 
will distract attention. (It’s 
the same thing that hap-
pens when people in this 
part of the country listen 

to someone preach with 
a Scottish or Australian 
accent—we can pay more 
attention to how they are 
speaking than what they 
are saying.)

The performance that 
needs more attention is 
the practice of faith. It is 
one thing to invite some-
one to hear the gospel or 
“go to church.” It is quite 
another to invite them into 
your life and home and 
show it to them. Christi-
anity cannot be performed 

with technology and pro-
duction. Those are tools, 
not the substance. 

Public performance fol-
lows private performance. 
Anything else is just act-
ing.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Performing faith to be seen is not a new thing

n The annual meeting 
of the Sugar Grove Ceme-
tery Association will be af-
ter morning worship Sun-
day, June 12.

n Asbridge Cemetery 
will have its annual meet-
ing starting at 10:30 a.m., 
Saturday, May 28. There 
will be a message at 11 
a.m. followed by a potluck 
dinner. 

n The VFW in Marion 
will be having Bingo start-
ing at 5 p.m. every Tues-
day at 412 N. College St., 
Marion.

n Marion Show and 
Shine will be the fourth 
Thursday every month 
starting May 26 through 
October, weather per-
mitting. Cars, trucks and 
motorcycles permitted at 
Crittenden County Court-
house, 107 S. Main St., 
Marion, Ky. Sponsored 
by City of Marion Tour-
ism. City of Marion Police 
Dept. authorized. 

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 

7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of 
the church.

n  The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 
Clothes Closet is operat-
ed outdoors from 1-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 

on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Salem Baptist Church 
Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., Tuesday and Sat-
urday at 209 Highland St., 
Salem.

Community Events & News

Question: I don’t seem 
to be able to catch a break. 
I lost my job though this 
Covid-19 pandemic, and 
about that same time my 
husband asked me for a 
divorce. Soon thereafter 
my mother died of cancer. 
I wonder if good days will 
ever return. Has God for-
gotten me?

Answer: Joseph was 
sold into slavery down in 
Egypt. Later he was cast 
into prison on a false accu-

sation. While in prison, he 
helped Pharaoh’s chief cup-
bearer and asked for him 
to remember him before 
the King but he did not. He 
forgot about him. Joseph 
spent another two years in 
prison before the cupbearer 

remembered his help (Gen-
esis 37-40). 

Even though bad things 
were happening to Joseph, 
he kept trusting in God. 
He patiently waited for 
*od’s help. Eventually *od 
opened doors for him. God 
gave Joseph strength to 
persevere in hard circum-
stances. This is also true for 
you if you will keep trusting 
in Him to help you. 

When disappointment 
and suffering come, we 

need to trust in God for 
help and to keep moving 
forward. In the end you will 
be on the victor’s side. Re-
member, Jesus promised, 
“In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world” 
(Jn.16:33). God is faith-
ful and He will bring you 
through your hardships. 
Keep trusting Him and mov-
ing forward.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

In times of discouragement, keep trusting in God
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison



Remembering S SGT. John A. Hunt this Memorial Day

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 

Don
GATEWOOD
Guest columnist

Politically
Speaking

Chris
EVANS
Press publisher

About
Town

Justice Bill
CUNNINGHAM
Kentucky Supreme Court

Benchmarks

Rev. Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Daryl K.
TABOR
Press editor

My 2¢
Worth

Mark
GIRTEN
Guest columnist

Pastor’s
Pen

Perry
NEWCOM
Crittenden County
Judge-Executive

Judge’s
Journal

Linda
DEFEW
Guest columnist

Defew’s
Views

(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
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Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
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Forgotten
Passages

As Memorial Day ap-
proaches, let’s remember 
our veterans that are still 
alive and always thank 
them for their service to 
our county. Let’s remem-
ber the service they freely 
gave to make our county 
free.

From the archives of 
The Crittenden Press, 
May 16, 1985, this me-
morial tribute was writ-
ten by John  Lucas, hon-
oring Crittenden’s most 
decorated veteran.  It’s 
well worth reprinting and 
remembering.  It’s an in-
credible story.

Here’s a little history 
of the unit John A. Hunt 
served with taken from 
the “The History of the 
9th Infantry Division  in 
WWII.”

1944: The Division 
landed on the Norman-
dy beaches on D-Day 4, 
June 10, 1944. It helped 
to cut off the French Pen-
insula and in capturing 
the city of Cherbourg and 
its vital port. It battled 
further across France, 
and on Sept. 2 laid claim 
to being the first Allied 
unit to begin the liber-
ation of Belgium. The 
Meuse River was crossed 
early in September and 
then the Division was 
among the first 
to cross into 
Germany just 
south of Roet-
gen, on Sept. 
13, 1944. From 
there the 9th 
Division helped 
to penetrate the 
German Sieg-
fried Line and 
fought several 
heavy battles 
in the Hurtgen 
Forest area. Af-
ter being pulled 
off the line due 
to heavy casu-
alties, it “rest-
ed” in the Mon-
schau Forest 
area, where on 
Dec. 16, 1944, the Ger-
man winter offensive, 
the “Battle of the Bulge” 
started. Here the Divi-
sion beat back the ene-
my’s best efforts. 

–––
Crittenden Press, May 

16, 1985
Most Decorated Vet-

eran
The date May 8 held a 

special place in the mem-
ory of John A. Hunt.  It 
was 40 years earlier on 
that date he was sitting 
on a ship in the harbor 
of South Hampton, En-
gland, waiting to sail for 
America when the lights 
of the town came on 
marking the end of World 
War II in Europe.

Hunt, Crittenden 
County’s most decorated 
veteran from that war, 
was on furlough head-
ing home after 128 days 
of continuous combat 
in some of the hardest 
fighting of the war and in 
some of its most misera-
ble conditions.

Hunt adds that as 
far as he knows he was 
probably the first soldier 
discharged after the Eu-
ropean hostilities ceased. 
“I got home (back to the 
states), and they asked 
me if I wanted a dis-
charge,” he said, “and I 
asked them if they were 
crazy.”

When he got out Hunt, 
a staff supply sergeant 
for the 9th division of the 
39th Infantry, knew he 
had some medals com-
ing, but he didn’t want to 
wait around for them.

It wasn’t until last sum-
mer that he got around to 
ordering the 21 medals, 
which include the Silver 
Star, the Bronze Star and 
the Purple Heart with 
two oak leaf clusters.  
His son, Charlie, framed 
them and now has the 
display hanging in his 
office at the Marion Feed 
Mill. 

Hunt was inducted into 

the Army Aug. 1, 1941, at 
Louisville and after basic 
and assignment to the 
9th Infantry, Hunt sailed 

from New York 
for Ireland and 
Scotland.

–––
African Cam-

paign
Then came 

the bitter Afri-
can campaign 
in the hot, dirty 
desert.

Hunt said 
the troupes 
were limited to 
one canteen of 
water a day. 
There wasn’t 
even enough 
to shave in, 
he said. Your 
hands got so 
dirty you’d lay 
your crackers 

down on the ground to 
keep from holding them.

Soldiers went three 
months with the same 
clothes on, he said.

En route to Africa from 
England, Hunt’s ship was 
hit by a torpedo and had 
to be abandoned at sea 
still 300 miles from the 
planned landing site.

The men piled out into 
plywood landing crafts 
and made for the African 
continent, while an En-
glish ship stood by to of-
fer assistance as the light 
craft began to break up.

Hunt said the ship’s 
captain said, “Any bloke 
crazy enough to start off 
like that, he was crazy 
enough to stay around 
and see what happened.”

It was in Africa that 
Hunt saw George VI, King 
of England.  The monarch 
had come to Africa to re-

view the English troops 
there and the Americans 
also participated.

“It was about 110 de-
grees out there in the 
sun,” he recalled, “and 
we stood out there wait-
ing for him to show up.”

Also in Africa, Hunt 
heard the now famous 
apology from Gen. George 
Patton after he slapped 
a soldier suffering from 
shell shock.

–––
Other Missions

After the African cam-
paign, Hunt’s division 
participated in the retak-
ing of Sicily.

When that island was 
secured, the division was 
moved back to England 
where it prepared for the 
invasion of Normandy.

Hunt’s division hit the 
beach on June 10, 1944 
– D-Day plus four.  

Following was some of 
the hardest fighting of 
the war in the European 
Theater.  Hunt’s division 
pushed across France 
and Belgium and into 
Germany to eventually 
link up with the Russian 
army at the Elbe River.

During those days was 
the Battle of the Bulge as 
the German army made 
one last desperate effort 
to push back the advanc-
ing allies.

Snow was nearly waist 
deep in Belgium, Hunt 
recalled.  That was the 
reason the push bogged 
down, he said.  The snow 
was just so deep.

All the soldiers could 
do, he said, was dig un-
der the snow, throw some 
logs on the ground and 
make a hole to sleep in.  
Many men were lost be-

cause of the cold weather, 
he said.

As a supply officer, 
one of Hunt’s duties was 
making sure the troops 
changed their socks each 
day.  He explained it was 
a protective measure to 
prevent trench foot. The 
soldiers slept with their 
boots on, and requiring 
them to change socks 
forced them to unlace 
them and get some air 
and circulation to their 
feet.

“Looking back on it, I 
can understand why peo-
ple today can’t believe it,”  
Hunt said.

–––
Supply Sergeant’s 

Duties
As a supply sergeant, 

Hunt’s job was to see 
that supplies of food, am-
munition, clothing and 
water were moved up to 
the front.

His service during the 
period spanning June 11 
to Nov. 1, 1944, earned 
him his two most presti-
gious citations the Bronze 
and Silver Stars.

In recommending him 
for the Bronze Star, his 
commanding officer 
wrote that with “complete 
disregard for personal 
safety, he repeatedly ex-
posed himself to intense 
enemy artillery and mor-
tar fire in order to main-
tain a continuous flow of 
ammunition, rations and 
water to front-line units.”

In recommending the 
Silver Star, Adj. Gen. 
J. R. Hutchinson cited 
Hunt’s gallantry in action 
Dec. 22, 1944, in the vi-
cinity of Kalterherberg, 
Germany.

“Advancing toward en-
emy lines with a truck 
load of rations and am-
munition, Hunt was sub-
jected to an intense artil-
lery barrage,” the citation 
noted.

“With disregard to fire, 
he proceeded until he 
and another were struck 
by shell fragments.  Al-
though wounded, Hunt 
drove the seriously 
wounded to a Battal-
ion Aid Station and then 
drove back through artil-
lery fire until he delivered 
his much needed food 
and ammunition. “Sgt. 
Hunt’s courageous ac-
tions contributed materi-
ally to the success of the 
operations and were at all 

times a credit to himself 
and the armed forces of 
the United States,” Gen. 
Hutchinson wrote.

Hunt said he and an-
other driver knew the 
road was under fire when 
they started toward the 
lines, but there was no 
other way around.

A shell fell between the 
two vehicles, badly injur-
ing the soldier with Hunt 
and the driver of the oth-
er truck. Hunt took them 
to the aid station, but the 
other driver was dead. 
“It’s always seemed like 
the medal should have 
went to him,” Hunt said.

–––

Sgt. Hunt actually re-
ceived 23 medals, they 
included one Silver Star, 
two Bronze Stars, four 
Purple Hearts and a Pres-
idential Unit Citation for 
extraordinary heroism in 
action.  

John A. Hunt passed 
away on Oct. 7, 1988 and 
is buried in the Pleasant 
Hill Cemetery.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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John A. Hunt was Crittenden County’s most decorated 
World War II veteran. He was a supply sergeant cited 
for his devotion to duty and disregard of personal safe-
ty under enemy fire.



yard sales
2-family yard sale, Monday, 
May 30 (Memorial Day) from 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. at 315 Harmon 
Dr., Marion. Kay Grimes and 
Nancy Croft. Cancel if rain. 
(1t-21-p)
Yard sale, May 27, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., 104 Oak Lawn St., Sa-
lem. Cancel if rain. (1t-21-p)
1940 SR 506 (East Depot), 
Marion:  Thursday, June 2 & 
Friday, June 3 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Saturday, June 4 8 a.m.-
noon. Girls 3-18 months, 
boys 4-8, women’s S-XL 
American Eagle, Holister 
jeans, baby swing and lots 
of odds and ends. (1t-21-p)

wanted
Will buy gold and silver coins 
and jewelry. Free estimates. 
(270) 969-0035. (17-tfc) jn

real estate
1.21 acres for sale, HIll-
crest Estates, Ron Latham, 
(270) 635-3645. $25,000. 
(8t-22-p)

for rent
In Marion: Small 3 BR, 1 and 
a half bath mobile home, 
$500 per month plus $500 
deposit. Call (270) 704-
3234. (19-tfc)

employment
Class A CDL DRIVERS 
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! 
Local Drop & Hook posi-
tions. Hourly pay based on 
skill & experience. Benefits 
include Medical, Dental, Vi-
sion, 401k, Life Insurance.    
Apply at Liberty Tire Recy-
cling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email resume 
to hmaloney@libertytire.
com. Call for more info 270-
965-3613. Equal Opportuni-
ty Employer.  (4t-24-c)
SKILLED Welder-Mainte-
nance Mechanic needed 
immediately.  Local work, 
good pay, benefits, 401k.  
Apply in person Liberty Tire 
Recycling, 2071 US Hwy 60 
West, Marion KY. Or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com.  Call 270-965-
3613 for more info. EOE.
(2t-22-c)
The Pennyrile District Health 
Department is accepting 
applications for a full time 
Health Environmentalist for 
Trigg/Livingston/Crittenden 
Counties. Starting Salary:  
$20.00 hour negotiable with 
additional experience and 
benefit package.  Applica-
tions and a full listing of qual-
ifications may be obtained 
at Caldwell, Crittenden, 
Livingston, Lyon and Trigg 
County Health Departments.  
Completed application and 
transcript must be post-
marked by Thursday June 
9th, 2022, to HR Manager, 
PDHD PO Box 770 Ed-
dyville, KY 42038. Resume 
will not substitute for com-

pleted application. Qualified 
applicants/employees are 
subject to a pre-screening, 
selection for interview and/or 
demonstration of skills test-
ing.  Pre/Post employment 
may be contingent upon a 
successful drug screening 
test and background check.  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er. (1t-21-c)
Welder-Maintenance Me-
chanic needed immediately.  
Local work, good pay, ben-
efits, 401k.  Apply in person 
Liberty Tire Recycling, 2071 
US Hwy 60 West, Marion 
KY. Or email resume to hma-
loney@libertytire.com.  Call 
270-965-3613 for more info. 
EOE. (2t-21-c)
The Pennyrile District Health 
Department is accepting ap-
plications for a full time Lo-
cal Health Registered Nurse 
I for Lyon County. Starting 
Salary:  $22.00 hour nego-
tiable with additional expe-
rience and benefit package.  
Applications and a full listing 
of qualifications may be ob-
tained at Caldwell, Critten-
den, Livingston, Lyon and 
Trigg County Health Depart-
ments.  Completed applica-
tion and transcript must be 
postmarked by Thursday 
June 2nd, 2022, to HR Man-
ager, PDHD PO Box 770 Ed-
dyville, KY 42038. Resume 
will not substitute for com-
pleted application. Qualified 
applicants/employees are 
subject to a pre-screening, 
selection for interview and/or 
demonstration of skills test-
ing.  Pre/Post employment 
may be contingent upon a 
successful drug screening 
test and background check.  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er. (2t-22-c)
The Pennyrile District Health 
Department is accepting ap-
plications for a full time Pub-
lic Health Hands Specialist- 
“Parent Visitor” for Caldwell / 
Crittenden /Livingston Coun-
ty. Starting Salary:  $18.00 
hour negotiable with addi-
tional experience and benefit 
package.  Applications and 
a full listing of qualifications 
may be obtained at Caldwell, 
Crittenden, Livingston, Lyon 
and Trigg County Health De-
partments.  Completed ap-
plication and transcript must 
be postmarked by Thursday 
June 2, 2022, to HR Manag-
er, PDHD PO Box 770 Ed-
dyville, KY 42038.Resume 
will not substitute for com-
pleted application. Qualified 
applicants/employees are 
subject to a pre-screening, 
selection for interview and/or 
demonstration of skills test-
ing.  Pre/Post employment 
may be contingent upon a 
successful drug screening 
test and background check.  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er. (2t-22-c)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  NEW!  SIGN-
ON BONUSES FOR MOST 
POSITIONS! Now offering 
a $15 minimum wage! MTC 
is an equal opportunity em-
ployer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran. To view 
current openings and qualifi-
cations and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtctjobs.com  “Building To-
morrow’s Futures Today” 
(5t-25-p)
LABORERS NEEDED IM-
MEDIATELY! Full-time local 
positions, 1st & 2nd shift po-
sitions available now!  Good 
starting wage $14 or more 
based on skill & experience. 
Must pass background & 
drug screen.  Apply at Liber-
ty Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more info 
270-965-3613. Equal Op-
portunity Employer.  (tfc)

services
Watson Lawn Care for free 
estimates on your lawn care 
needs, call (501) 269-1421 
or text me at (270) 969-
0492. (5t-22-p)

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Matting-
ly Concrete Construction. 
(12t-20-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 
83 other Kentucky newspa-
pers including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Provi-
dence) Journal-Enterprise, 
The Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger and 
The (Madisonville) Messen-
ger and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
sified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notices
The Defendant, Joshua 
Phelps, is hereby notified 
that on March 22, 2021, 
Plaintiff, Fischer & Van 
Thiel, LLP filed a Complaint 
for breach of contract, and 
common count  in San Di-
ego Superior Court of North 
County, 325 S. Melrose Dr. 
Vista, CA 92081 (Case No. 
37-2021-00012716-CL-BC-
NC) seeking a judgment for 
costs of suit, for such relief 
as is fair, just, and equita-
ble; and for damages of 
$24,626.62 by Defendant. 
CIVIL CASE MANAGE-
MENT CONFERENCE: 
June 10, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. 
Dept. N-31. In the event the 
Defendant fails to respond 
to the Compliant within 30 
days after this publication of 
this Notice, the Court may 
proceed to enter a Default 
Judgment and grant the re-
lief requested by the Plaintiff. 
A letter, phone, or court ap-
pearance call will not protect 
you. The attorney represent-
ing the Plaintiff is Michael A. 
Fischer, Fischer & Van Thiel, 
LLP 2424 Vista Way, Suite 
200, Oceanside, CA 92054; 
phone (760) 722-7646. 
(4t-24-p)

Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Map Amendment

A request for a Zoning Map 
Amendment for the property 
located at 200 Watson St, 
Marion, KY has been filed 
with the Marion Planning 
Commission.  A request to 
rezone the property/prop-
erties from C-2 Highway 
Business District to R-3 Res-
idential will be considered. A 
public hearing will be held at 
5:30 P.M. on June 9th, 2022 
before the Marion Planning 
Commission at the Council 
Chambers in City Hall, 217 
South Main Street, Marion, 
KY. For further information 
contact the City of Marion at 
270-965-2266. (1t-21-c)

statewides 
ATTORNEY

Attention: Accident Vic-
tims. If you have suffered 
a serious injury in an auto 
accident, call now! We will 
connect you with a local at-
torney for a free injury con-
sultation. Get the money you 
deserve!…Call Now: 855-
632-0089

ASSISTED LIVING
Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or indepen-
dent living? A Place for Mom 
simplifies the process of find-
ing senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 1-833-430-
2368  today!

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. First 3 
months of HBO Max, Cine-
max, Showtime, Starz and 
Epix included! Directv is #1 
in Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Some re-
strictions apply. Call 1-866-
292-5435
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ chan-
nels available. Call Now to 
Get the Most Sports & En-
tertainment on TV!  855-695-
7008
DIRECTV Stream - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream 
on 20 devices in your home 
at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-888-340-6138
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Great new offer from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 12 mini for 
as low as $0 with trade in. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-877-328-0440
DOGS/PETS/LIVESTOCK

Use Happy Jack® mange 
medicine to treat horse 
mane dandruff & lice. At 
Tractor Supply® (www.flea-
beacon.com)

EDUCATION/TRAINING
Attention Active Duty & Mil-
itary Veterans! Begin a new 
career and earn your De-
gree at CTI! Online Comput-
er & Medical training avail-
able for Veterans & Families! 
To learn more, call 855-674-
6654
EARN YOUR HOSPITALI-
TY DEGREE ONLINE!  Earn 
your Associates Degree ON-
LINE with CTI!  Great career 
advancement with the right 
credentials!  Learn who’s 
hiring!  Call 855-610-1709. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call1-877-
707-0797.
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for 
certain programs for quali-
fied applicants. Call CTI for 
details! 1-866-585-7072

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your home 
from foreclosures. The Fore-
closure Defense helpline 
can help save your home. 
The Call is absolutely free. 
1-855-685-9465
Credit Card Debt Relief! Re-
duce payment by up to 50%! 

Get one LOW affordable 
payment/month. Reduce 
interest. Stop calls.  FREE 
no-obligation consultation 
Call 855-672-9454
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 855-977-4979

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call 1-866-574-9040 .

HOME SERVICES
Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One 
connected system for total 
peace of mind. FREE pro-
fessional installation! Four 
FREE months of monitoring! 
Call now to customize your 
system. 1-888-609-0373
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote – Call now be-
fore the next power outage: 
1-844-688-8576
The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full 
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-499-0041

IRS HELP
 ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR TAX-
ES? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-977-2847 (Hours:  Mon-
Fri 7am-5pm
Need IRS Relief? $10K - 
$125K+? Get Fresh Start 
or Forgiveness‎ Call 1-866-
533-1701 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 

pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL
ATTENTION MEN ALL 
AGES AND HEALTH! 
Acoustic Wave Therapy for 
Erectile Dysfunction is now 
available AT HOME! Re-
ceive free information call 
1-888-604-2120 7 days 24 
hours.
Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or 
generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Call Today 1-877-707-5657

MISCELLANEOUS
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 866-256-
1169
Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-866-930-8254
HughesNet Satellite Internet 
–Call Today for speeds up to 
25mbps as low as $59.99/
mo! Finally, no hard data lim-
its! $75 gift card, terms ap-
ply. 1-866-481-29844G
4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-877-706-
4439
ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS!! YOU CAN PROTECT 
YOUR APPLIANCES AND 
SYSTEMS. For just a little 
more than a $1.00/day. Call 
now for First month free, 
$75.00/off 1st year. 1-855-
536-7294
Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For 
Less Money. Restrictions 
apply. Call Now! 1-844-959-
4732
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. 866-812-4393

PROFESSIONAL SER-
VICE

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com
Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less 
are $6 for one week, with a 

10¢ charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad 
for consecutive issues for only 
$4 each week. Now, all regular 
classified ads are placed on our 

Web site, www.the-press.com, at 
no extra charge.

It is the policy of The Crittenden 
Press Inc., to fully comply with 

the Fair Housing Act and to never 
knowingly publish advertisements 
that discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex, disability or family status. If you 
believe an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is discriminatory, 

please contact the publisher 
immediately at (270) 965-3191.
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The transfer portal and
name, image and like-
ness (NIL) revenue have
been linked constantly in
recent months but for-
mer Mississippi corner-
back Keidron Smith is
not like a lot of athletes.
He made his decision

recently to transfer to
Kentucky for his final
season of
eligibility
for foot-
ball rea-
sons, not
financial
gain.
“ H o n -

estly, NIL
is becom-
ing the big
picture for
c o l l e g e
football. I
let each
and every school know
NIL was not something I
was looking for. I was
looking for a place to
start and contribute,”
said Smith. “NIL was the
last thing on my mind
when it came to my deci-
sion. To me, NIL was just
an extra benefit.”
Smith admitted NIL

can be a distraction un-
less you have the right
mindset after entering
the transfer portal. 
“You cannot let that be

the main reason for your
decision. You have to
look at it from a football
perspective. The school
with the best NIL deal
might not be the best for
football,” Smith said. 
He said Kentucky did

come up with NIL “oppor-
tunities” for him and ex-
pects to get some
financial offers but in-
sists his focus is on foot-
ball.
“I am more than open

to do NIL. That is the
next step in getting my
name out there. I am
looking forward to it,” he
said. “Kentucky is
headed in the right  di-
rection with (coach Mark)
Stoops. I am looking for-
ward to playing for him.”
Apparently Smith was

not a hard sell for Stoops
and defensive coordina-
tor Brad White. He had
started the last two sea-
sons for Ole Miss and
played in 47 games with
22 starts and had 223
tackles in  his four-year
career. His former room-
mate/teammate, line-
backer Jacquez Jones,
transferred to UK last
year and became a
starter. Jones is back for
a super senior season.
“He was the first per-

son to hit my phone
when I first got into the

(transfer) portal,” Smith
said. “He let the (UK)
coaches know and when
I was officially in the por-
tal coach White and (cor-
nerback) coach (Chris)
Collins were the first
coaches to hit my phone.
Smith did not know

what to expect recruit-
ing-wise when he put his
name in the transfer por-
tal with only one year of
eligibility left. He said it
was a “blessing” when
Kentucky reached out to
him.
“They told me they

needed a corner and a
one-year guy was perfect
with the young guys they
had in the (position)
room,” Smith said. “Me
being able to teach young
guys what they need to
be elite players, I just
thank God that he gave
me an opportunity like
this.”
Kentucky also checked

all the boxes for Smith —
rising program expecting
another good season with
a definite need at his po-
sition. It also helped that
he was not looking to en-
roll at UK in January and
go on scholarship be-
cause Stoops did not
have an available schol-
arship then.
“I told them I wanted to

graduate first and that
worked out perfectly,”
Smith, who is now in
Lexington taking sum-
mer classes, said. 
It also helped that Lex-

ington will be even easier
for his parents in West
Palm Beach, Fla., to visit.
Lexington and Oxford,
Miss., are about the
same distance from West
Palm Beach but Smith
noted his parents can
take a direct flight to Lex-
ington compared to hav-
ing to fly into Memphis
and then drive to Oxford.
“I am telling you, NIL

was the last thing I was
thinking about when I
transferred. I was taking
everything into consider-
ation, not just NIL, and
you see where I am now,”
he said.
He’s not worried about

adjusting to White’s sys-
tem at Kentucky. He
played for four different
defensive coaches at Ole
Miss and says learning
the playbook has never
been an issue for him. In-
stead, he’s more worried
about building “cohesive-
ness” with teammates.
“Summer goes by fast

but it will help having
Jacquez by my side,”
Smith said. “He can help
me get introduced to
teammates and I can

pick up what they do on
the field and how they
work on and off the field.
I can learn from him.”
He won’t “speak too

much” about what he
can do but is confident in
his ability.
“Expect to hear my

name called a lot (during
games). I will be around
the ball,” he said.
He believes Kentucky

has all the tools to have a
“big run” this season.
“They have a great

quarterback. The major-
ity of the team is back.
They lost some  key
pieces (from last year)
but that happens to
every team. I think we
have one of the teams
with the best chance to
make it far this season,”
Smith said.
He only saw UK quar-

terback Will Levis play on
TV last year. He was im-
pressed then. He’s more
impressed now.
“I came on an official

visit and saw him in per-
son and thought, ‘That is
a big quarterback.’ He
has a very strong arm,
too,” Smith said. “Com-
ing from Ole Miss and
playing with a great
quarterback in Matt Cor-
ral, I know what a first-
round prospect looks like
and Will has all the tools
to be that guy.”
-------------------------
Keion Brooks surprised

many when he decided to
leave his name in the up-
coming NBA Draft rather
than return to Kentucky
for a senior season or
transfer to another
school as many thought
he would.
Brooks averaged 10.8

points and 4.4 rebounds
per game last season and
10.3 points and 6.8 re-
bounds per game as a
sophomore. He’s not pro-
jected to be picked in any
NBA mock drafts but on
a Zoom call from the NBA
G League Camp in
Chicago he thinks his
game is better suited for
the NBA than UK.
He says his ability to

switch and defend multi-
ple positions should be a
plus in the NBA.
‘I switched a lot at Ken-

tucky, but I didn’t switch
at everything, per se.
Being here, being part of
the league, those guys
switch everything for the
most part,” Brooks said.
“Just showing that I

can do that, fight
through screens,
whether that’s guarding
a smaller guard, giving
them some space be-
cause they might be

quicker than me and
showing my length, or
guarding somebody down
there on the block and
him being bigger than me
and using my speed and
my athleticism to make it
difficult for them.”
He’s still hearing from

other schools because he
is in the transfer portal
and didn’t 100 percent
rule out staying in college
even though he made it
clear his preference is to
try and play profession-
ally next season.
-------------------------
Incoming Kentucky

freshman basketball
player Chris Livingston, a
top 10 national player, is
bringing a family member
with him to Kentucky to
play basketball — just
not at UK.
His twin brother,

Cordell, is a 6-0 guard
who will be playing at
Kentucky State next sea-
son.
“Chris and Cordell are

very close. That’s proba-
bly why he went to where
he could be near Chris,”
Steve Smith, who
coached both players at
Oak Hill Academy (Va.)
last season, said. 
“Cordell was not a

starter for us. He came
off the bench. He is a
guard who can play on or
off the ball. I think Ken-

tucky State is the right
level for him. He wanted
to go D1 which all kids
do, but I encouraged him
to go where he would be
able to play and Ken-
tucky State is a good fit,
especially with it being
close to Chris.”
-------------------------
Boyle County High

School football coach
Justin Haddix said de-
fensive lineman Tommy
Ziesmer’s verbal commit-
ment to UK “kind of came
out of the blue” when he
made it a few hours be-
fore heading to his prom
after a phone call from
UK coach Mark Stoops. 
“I think they (UK)

wanted to get it over with
and get him on board,”
Haddix said. 
Last season Ziesmer

had 27 solo tackles, 34
assisted tackles, 10 tack-
les for loss, 10 sacks and
five forced fumbles in 15
games. In the COVID-
shortened 2020 season,
he had 21 solo stops, 21
assists, 13 tackles for
loss, six sacks and two
forced fumbles in only
nine games. Boyle won
state championships
each season.
“We are going to move

him around to different
things for us to attack
the offense this season,”
Haddix said. “On offense

we are going to play him
more at tight end. He is
probably the fastest kid
on our team. Definitely in
the top three.”
Ziesmer, who recently

set a school record with a
330-pound power clean,
said committing now
takes the pressure off
him.
-------------------------
Father Jim Sichko, a

Papal Missionary of
Mercy, considers Ken-
tucky football coach
Mark Stoops a friend
even though he’s inter-
acted with him only a few
times. 
“Never have socialized

with him and have never
been to a game,” Sichko
said. “I have been grate-
ful to coach Stoops and
(UK associate coach)
Vince Marrow for every
time they see me, they al-
ways make time to greet
me. Personally, I am a ‘no
one’ in the world, espe-
cially sports, but they
make me feel as if I am
one of their best friends.”
Sichko saw Stoops May

15 at Jeff Ruby’s when
he was picking up a to-go
order and the UK coach
“gifted” him with a signed
commemorative bottle of
Old Wm. Tarr Manches-
ter bourbon, celebrating
the Citrus Bowl win.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

NIL not driving force behind Smith’s move to UK

BRIDGES
Continued from page 1
for several weeks and the
Clement Creek Bridge
which has been reduced
to a three-ton limit for
about the same time
frame.
School buses and farm

vehicles cannot cross a
bridge rated for anything
less than 18 tons. The
scheduled repairs will get
them back to at least 18
tons, and one could even
earn a higher tonnage
rating depending on a
post-repair review by
state inspectors.
The latest bridge to be

restricted on weight due
to an unstable super-
structure is just south of
Mattoon near River Re-
gion. The bridge spans
Mattoon Creek. Wayne
Winters, transportation
director for the school
district, says the bridge
situation continues to
create big problems for
the district. Re-routing
and having predeter-
mined pickup points for
students is the only an-
swer until the bridges are
repaired, he said.
Repairs to the bridges

on Mexico Road will cost
about $110,000. The
county will be footing the
bill for about $30,000
and the state will provide
emergency bridge funds
for $80,000.
Following are other

highlights from last
Thursday’s regular
monthly fiscal court
meeting. 
•Magistrates last week

did not act on a request
by the Pennyrile Area
Narcotics Task Force

seeking an annual con-
tribution of $1,400. The
narcotics investigations
unit typically makes drug
buys using confidential
informants, County At-
torney Rebecca Johnson
said during a special fis-
cal court meeting earlier
this month. She said the
task force is perhaps bet-
ter equipped in some in-
stances to conduct those
types of investigations.
In October of 2020,

Crittenden magistrates
decided to pull the
county’s annual funding
of the region’s narcotics
task force after the or-
ganization failed to cash
a check sent five months
earlier in May of that
year for its contribution
for Fiscal Year 2019-20.
Magistrate Greg Rush-
ing, who at that point
was serving on the task
force’s board of directors,
said the group was lack-
ing leadership and had
not met in several
months. After a brief dis-
cussion, the court voted
to discontinue its annual
$1,400 to the task force
and to stop payment on
the check that has not
been cashed since May.
Judge Newcom said

last week that he had left
messages for the PANTF
director, but those had
not garnered a response. 
Local leaders were in

agreement that they will
consider the task force’s
request for funding if
someone comes to a
court meeting and ap-
plies in person. 
“It’s not a large amount

of money, but there is no
reason to hand money
out without their cooper-
ation,” Rushing said at
last Thursday’s meeting.
Circuit court records

verify that the task force
has indeed filed a hand-
ful of charges against
local individuals in the
past year.
•Magistrates approved

purchase of a metal
pavilion to replace one at
Dycusburg boat ramp
which has deteriorated
and been razed. Judge
Newcom said local com-
pany Max Steel, operated
by Billy Cummins, sold
the structure to the
county commission-free
and it will be put up in
the coming days. Cost
was $1,885.36 for the
18x21 foot pavilion.
•Magistrates appointed

Tony Travis to the Crit-
tenden-Livingston Water
District Board of Direc-
tors. 
Travis, who is a retired

employee of the water
district, will replace Joe
Kaiser on the board.
Kaiser is currently serv-
ing as chairman of the
board and will be leaving
it May 23 following its
regular monthly meeting. 
The board is made up

of six members, three
from each county. The
other two Crittenden
County members are
Alan Hunt and Darrell
Simpson. Livingston rep-
resentatives are T.L.
Maddux, Glenn Hughes
and Dennis Fleet.
Judge Newcom praised

Kaiser’s work on the
water board. Kaiser is
moving out of the county,
the judge said.

Fiscal Court

PAVING
Continued from page 1
approaching new fiscal
year, which begins in
July, will likely not be
done until 2023. High-
way improvements for
the current fiscal year on
KY 132 and KY 1901 are
about to commence,
Samanns said.
Next year’s pavement

projects will be on KY
855 South, KY 654 North
and KY 297 North for a
total of 5.83 miles at a
cost of $90,000 per mile.
The projected expense
will leave $6,988.05 in
the state’s funding ac-
count for the county.
Details of each project

are as follows:
•One mile of paving on

KY 855 North from
Matthew Cemetery Road
to KY 70 near Lafayette
Heights at Frances. Cost
will be $88,830.
•Just over one mile on

KY 654 North from Roos-
ter Lane to the end of
state maintenance,
which is near the Cotton
Patch Road intersection.
Cost will be $104,580.
This project will be done
with asphalt that should
be more resistant to
troughing on the high-
way from Amish buggies
than the previous mix-
ture. 
•Approximately 3.7

miles on KY 297 from US
60 in Salem to Tom Hill

Road. Cost will be
$331,380.
The state’s fund also

makes provisions for
$277,550 in flex funds
that can be used to help
finance resurfacing proj-
ects on county roads and
$421,900 for proposed
maintenance on state
roads. 
In a separate move last

week during the regular
monthly meeting of the
fiscal court, magistrates
accepted the state’s FY23
Road Aid Agreement in
the amount of $1.17 mil-
lion, which is up almost
$100,000 from the previ-
ous year. Three percent
of the funds will be set
aside for emergencies.



STAFF REPORT
While the Lady Rocket

lineup Tuesday at Henderson
was tatted with middle
schoolers, Henderson
County, the No. 4 team in
Kentucky, had a scorecard
crammed with Division-1
softball recruits. 
As reasonably expected, the

Lady Colonels dispatched
Crittenden County 12-2 in six
innings in the opening round
of the Second Region Tourna-
ment.
With girls already pledged

to play collegiately at Western
Kentucky University, Murray
State, Liberty University, Bel-
larmine and Southern Illinois
University at  Edwardsville,
Henderson torched CCHS
with 15 hits. Seven of their
runs were earned.
The Lady Rockets commit-

ted just two fielding errors
and performed as respectably

as might have been expected
against virtually insurmount-
able odds.
With only two seniors on

the team, Crittenden has re-
lied heavily on underclass-
men, including five starters
who are not in high school
yet. All four of the CCHS hits
were recorded by eighth
graders – Anna Boone, Elliot
Evans, Andrea Federico and
Elle McDaniel.
Boone and Evans pitched

for CCHS, which saw its sea-
son come to an end with a 10-
19 record. Henderson
advances in a tournament it’s
favored to win with a 30-2
record. Boone went 3.2 in-
nings in the circle and Evans
pitched 1.2 innings. Boone
struck out a couple and
yielded seven earned runs on
13 hits. Evans gave up an un-
earned run on two hits. 
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SPRING SPORTS
2ND REGION ACTION
BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
Sunday’s Opening Round Results
Caldwell County 9, Union County 1
Christian County 9, Trigg County 3
Lyon County 13, Madisonville 0
Henderson County 2, Hopkinsville 1
Monday’s Semifinal Results
Henderson County 3, Lyon County 2
Christian County 19, Caldwell Co. 4
Championship
Christian County 9, Henderson Co. 7

SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT
Opening Round Results
Caldwell Co. 8, Livingston Central 0
Christian Co. 5, Webster Co. 0
Henderson Co. 12, Crittenden Co. 2
Madisonville 19, Hopkinsville 4
Wednesday’s Semifinals
Madisonville vs Henderson, 5:30pm
Christian Co. vs Caldwell Co., 7pm
Championship Game
Friday, 5pm at Henderson County

BASEBALL
Babe Ruth sign up
Deadline is Friday for anyone inter-

ested in playing Babe Ruth baseball
this summer. Games will begin in
June and will be played at Marion and
other nearby towns. This league is for
players age 13-15. Cost is $50 per
player with family discounts. A regis-
tration form is available online at
The-Press.com or at The Press office.
Return forms to The Press office.

SOFTBALL
Hicks All Dis-
trict,  Region 
Ashlyn Hicks has

earned All District and
All Region honors as a
freshman second base-
men at Lake Land Col-
lege. Hicks and her team recently
won the NJCAA Region XXIV title and
are headed to the national tourna-
ment at Yuma, Ariz. The Lakers de-
feated John A. Logan 15-3 last week
in the  regional championshp game,
earning a berth in the Junior College
Division I Softball Championship.

SOCCER
Bloodworth joins CCHS
The Lady Rockets soccer team has

announced that is has a new assis-
tant coach. Head coach Jessica De-
Burgo posted the news last week on
the soccer team’s social media page.
Heather Peek Bloodworth, a teacher
with the Crittenden County School
District, will become the JV head
coach and assistant varsity coach.
Bloodworth is a 13-year teacher at
Crittenden County Elementary School
and she is a native of Lyon County
where she played soccer in high
school. DeBurgo said assistant coach
Ken Geary will also return this fall.

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL
Fredonia registration
The final registration day for Fredo-

nia Youth League Baseball will be
held from 9 a.m., until noon Saturday
at Buddy Rogers Ballpark. Each
player will be evaluated at signup in
order to create team parity. Cost is
$35 per player, with a $10 discount
for additional siblings. There will be a
$5 fee for a cap. Leagues are for
players age 7 to 14.

GOLF
Men’s league begins
Marion Golf and Pool’s men’s golf

league will kick off the summer sea-
son beginning Thursday, June 2. Sign
up at the pro shop.

SWIM TEAM
Registration upcoming
Registration for the Marion Stingray

swim team is at 6 p.m., June 2 at the
pool. The Stingrays practice at Marion
Golf & Pool, formerly Marion Country
Club, and compete in several home
and away meets during the summer
months.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab

FOR SPORTS VIDEOS SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL

College recruits get best of CCHS

Rich
Plan
Lady Rocket
fulfills dream
playing softball 
STAFF REPORT
Softball was always fun for

Hadlee Rich and she built
countless memories growing
up playing in the recreational
league at Marion-Crittenden
County Park. 
Now, it’s serious business. 
Rich, a senior at Crittenden

County High School, signed a
letter of intent last week to
continue her softball career at
Southeast Illinois College
near Harrisburg. 
Rich has been a great soft-

ball player for years but really
took off as a senior and led
her team, which was full of
underclassmen, with a bat
and in the field. She was sec-
ond on the team in hitting at
.435 had an OPS of 1.043,

nine extra-base hits and
drove in 20 runs. She led the
squad with 27 runs scored
and used her remarkable
speed and athleticism to
cover centerfield for the Lady
Rockets. 
The daughter of Joey and

Chrystal Rich, who were both
high school athletes at CCHS,
Hadlee was also a cheerleader
all four years. 

“I have been playing softball
all my life from T-Ball and 8-
under to high school,” she
said. “Some of my favorite
memories were playing all
stars on the team with pink
uniforms. Our legs were all
scratched up because of
rocks in the dirt,” she said. “I
knew I had a passion for soft-
ball and that it could take me
far.”

But there was a time, she
admits, that doubt crept into
her mind. She credits high
school coach Stephen Smith
for always believing in her
and helping show her how to
be a senior leader and regain
the confidence that earned
her an opportunity to play in
college. 
Rich plans to pursue a ca-

reer in nursing at SIC.

CCHS senior Hadlee Rich will be playing softball next season at SIC in southern Illinois. Pictured
are (front from left) SIC coach Maggie Calcater, Chrystal Rich, Hadlee, Joey Rich, (back) CCHS
coach Keely Ramage, Jake Rich, Brodi Rich and CCHS head coach Stephen Smith.

Crittenden County seniors Maddox Carlson and Logan Bailey were this week named to the
All Second Region Team in baseball. The two of them were also selected for the All Fifth Dis-
trict team last week along with freshman teammate Chase Conyer. Pictured above are
Conyer, Carlson and Bailey. Carlson and Bailey were both all regional selections last season,
too. Carlson was a candidate for player of the year in the region and was selected along with
Lyon County’s Brody Williams to the East-West All Star Team.

Crittenden County eighth-grader
Anna Boone was the Lady Rockets
only selection to the All Fifth District
Softball team. Boone did the bulk of
the pitching this season and played
first base while hitting in the heart
of the lineup. She was hitting .346
going into the regional tournament
and had a 5-7 pitching record.

Two Crittenden County athletes
have earned automatic berths to the
Kentucky State Track and Field Meet
which is this weekend in Lexington.
Senior Tristan Davidson and sopho-
more Karsyn Potter qualified with
their performances in last weekend’s
Class A Region 1 Track and Field Meet
at Murray.
Davidson won the regional high

jump championship and finished sec-
ond in the 200-meter dash. Potter was
runnerup in the region’s shot put
event.
A number of other Crittenden ath-

letes could gain wildcard berths in the
state meet. Those assignments were
not available at press time, but CCHS
track and field coach Sandra Martinez
said Monday that several will be on
the cusp of going to Lexington. Among
them are the girls’ 3200-meter relay
team, which placed third in the region
posting its fastest time ever. The

squad is made up of Ella Geary, Pres-
ley Potter, Aubrey Grau and Mary
Martinez.
Junior Kaleb Nesbitt placed third in

the region’s 400-meter dash, David-
son fourth in the 100 and the girls’
4x400 relay team of Payton Maness,
Martinez, Lizzie Campbell and Potter
ran their fastest time to finish third in
the region.  The boys’ 4x400 made up
of Jordan Hardesty, Rowen Perkins,
Nesbitt and Davidson was third at the
regional meet. All of those individuals
and relays could gain wildcard berths
for the state meet.

BOYS
200 meters 2. Tristan Davidson, 23.65; Rowen
Perkins 25.16.
400 meters 3. Kaleb Nesbitt, 55.45; 8. Isaac James
1:00.52.
800 meters 5. Kaleb Nesbitt, 2:16.78, 9. Jordan Hard-
esty, 2:31.24.
110 hurdles 8. Ethan Long, 21.59.
300 hurdles 8. Ethan Long 54.76.
4x400 relay 3. Crittenden, 3:43.67.
High jump 1. Tristan Davidson, 6-04.
Long jump 5. Rowen Perkins, 18-05.25
Triple jump 9. Rowen Perkins, 34-11.
Discus 6. Lane West, 104-11; 8. Sammy Impastato
93-09.
Shot 6. Isaac Sarles 33-05.75; 9. Lane West, 30-11.

GIRLS
100 meters 7. Elizabeth Campbell, 14.12; 11. Payton
Maness, 14.76.
800 meters 6. Ella Geary, 2:54.03; 7. Presley Potter,
3:04.65.
1600 meters 5. Mary Martinez, 6:26.08.
4x400 relay 3. Crittenden, 4:49.29.
4x800 relay 3. Crittenden, 12:00.66.
High jump 6. Payton Maness 4-08.
Discus 6. Leauna West, 74-08; 15. Emily Mattingly 50-
05.
Shot 2. Karsyn Potter, 29-03.25; 9. Leauna West, 23-
07.75.

Crittenden County’s Anna Boone leads off first base during the
first inning of Tuesday’s Second Region Tournament game at
Henderson.

         Potter                        Davidson

State Bound in Track
Potter goes in shot;
Davidson in 2 events

1st Region Results

Second Region Softball | Henderson County 12, Crittenden County 2



Crittenden Countian,
the late Tom Beard was
recognized May 15
among the Roll Call of
Heroes of 2022 during
the National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service.
His widow, Lisa, and
other family members at-
tended the service in
Washington D.C., at the

G r a n d
Lodge Auxil-
iary of the
F r a t e r n a l
Order of Po-
lice.
B e a r d

died of com-
p l i c a t i o n s
from COVID-
19 on Sept. 29, 2021 at

the age of 57. He was a
correctional officer at
Western Kentucky Cor-
rections Complex in Fre-
donia where he had
worked for seven years.
Because he contracted
the virus at work, his
death was considered to
be in the line of duty, his
widow said.

ELECTION
Continued from page 1
at all. This central voting
center will continue to
serve as a convenience to
the community, prevent-
ing folks who work in
town from having to
travel back home to their
district to vote on election
day.
Tabor said balloting at

all of the rural venues
was enough to support
continued use of the five-
location system. Over the
past 30 years or so, the
county has had a dozen
voting places until this
cycle.
•Early voting is also a

popular option. Three
days the week before the
election were set aside for
what was called “no ex-
cuse” early voting mean-
ing you didn’t have to
prove that you’d be out of
town or otherwise unable
to vote on election day to
cast an early ballot. Early
voting was held at the
courthouse in the clerk’s
office. Although there’s a
fair chance that the clerk,
along with other county
offices, will be relocated
to the Marion Ed-Tech
Center by the time No-
vember general election
rolls around, Tabor said
early voting will almost
certainly still be held at
the courthouse down-
town. 
•PVA-elect Todd Perry-

man will be the first of
last week’s winners to
take office. The PVA is
historically sworn on the
first Monday of Decem-

ber. The rest of the candi-
dates who won last week
and face no opposition in
the November primary
will be sworn in January. 
Perryman is the sitting

magistrate in District 2.
Because he will occupy
the PVA office beginning
in December, Perryman
will have to resign as
magistrate by Nov. 30. 
It’s unclear at this time

whether the governor will
appoint someone to fill
the District 2 magisterial
seat for one month. If so,

the obvious candidate
would be Matt Grimes,
who won the election last
week to become the new
magistrate in that Tolu
area district. 
Will the Democrat gov-

ernor appoint a Republi-
can to a 30-day position
in a largely GOP-held
county? It will be inter-
esting to watch. The dis-
trict wouldn’t be crippled
by any means if it goes a
short period without a
representative on the fis-
cal court.
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BY MELISSA PATRICK
KENTUCKY HEALTH NEWS
The annual County

Health Rankings &
Roadmaps report, show-
ing how the health status
of every county in the
United States compares
to that of every other
county in the state, has
been released and Crit-
tenden and Livingston
counties are on the
uptick.
The latest data on

health factors indicate
that Crittenden and Liv-
ingston showed the most
improvement in Ken-
tucky for health factors.
The adjoining counties in
western Kentucky each
moved up 24 slots into
the second quartile. 
Livingston moved to

46th from 70th and Crit-
tenden moved to 54th
from 78th.  
Many Kentucky coun-

ties showed little change,
but 76 of the state's 120
counties shifted up or
down by at least 10
notches in the rankings,
which essentially meas-
ure of how long and how
well we live. 
The rankings measure

health outcomes, gauged
by life expectancy and
measures of quality of
life; and health factors,
such as access to physi-
cians and areas to exer-
cise, tobacco use,
children living in poverty,
violent crime, long com-
mutes and other environ-
mental factors. The
report is issued by the
Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation and the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Pop-
ulation Health Institute.
The rankings are

meant to be viewed more
as a general categoriza-
tion of a county's health

status, rather than mak-
ing specific comparisons
with counties that are
relatively close in the
rankings. Because the
differences in rankings
for most counties are so
small that they are sta-
tistically insignificant,
the researchers have
placed counties in four
groups of 30 counties
each, called quartiles
(each with one-fourth of
the total of 120 counties). 
The bottom quartile for

both health outcomes
and health actors in Ken-
tucky continues to be
made up of almost en-
tirely Appalachian coun-
ties. The exceptions for
health outcomes are Car-
roll County, between
Louisville and Cincin-
nati, and Fulton County,
at the state's western tip.
The relatively poor
county is the only non-
Appalachian county in
the bottom quartile for
health factors. 
In health outcomes,

Fulton County moved
down 17 spots from last
year's report to rank
116th. Owsley County
ranks 117th, followed by
Perry County, which
dropped 22 spots from
last year's ranking, and
Wolfe and Breathitt
counties. The last four
counties form a cluster.
Oldham and Boone,

two of Kentucky's
wealthiest counties, con-
tinue to be the top two in
health outcomes, as they
have been since 2011.
No. 3, Scott County, has
ranked between fifth and
eighth since 2011.
Campbell County in
Northern Kentucky
ranked fourth for the
second year in a row and

Calloway County, home
of Murray, ranked fifth
after moving up 19
notches from last year's
rankings. 
Oldham and Boone are

also the top two counties
for health factors, and
have been since 2015.
They have been in the
top five since 2011.
Woodford, Campbell and
Fayette counties are
ranked third, fourth and
fifth, respectively, for the
second year in a row. 
The bottom five coun-

ties for health factors are
Breathitt, Lee, Clay, Har-
lan and McCreary, all in
Appalachian Kentucky.
Altogether, 26 Ken-

tucky counties improved
more than 10 notches in
health outcomes from
last year, and 13 of them
improved by more than
20 places; 27 of them
dropped more than 10,
and 12 of those dropped
by more than 20. 
Crittenden and Liv-

ingston and 10 other
Kentucky counties im-
proved more than 10
notches for health fac-
tors, with three improv-
ing by more than 20.
Eleven counties fell more
than 10 notches; only
one moved down by more
than 20.
McLean County had by

far the biggest drop in
health factors, falling 24
notches to 80th from
56th, which moved it
down to the third quar-
tile. Gallatin County fell
to 65th from 53rd and
Montgomery County fell
to 62nd from 46th, both
moving to the third quar-
tile. Henry County
dropped to 38th from
25th, moving it to the
second quartile.

2021 Health Outcomes Map

Crittenden, Livingston move in positive
direction in Kentucky health factor study

Beard

Beard honored at fallen officers’ memorial

Kate Keller, a freshman at
Kentucky Wesleyan College, has
been chosen to compete in the
Kentucky Mountain Laural Fes-
tival Pageant this weekend in
Pineville.

Each May since 1931, col-
leges and universities from Ken-
tucky select one representative
to participate in the Kentucky

Mountain Laurel Festival which
is held Memorial Day weekend.
The winner gets a $5,000 schol-
arship. 

During the coronation cere-
mony, each candidate is ex-
pected to perform an original,
elaborate 15-second curtsey to
the current Kentucky governor,
who later crowns the queen.

Keller represents KWC in Mt. Laurel Festival

Keller
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Growing up, Shanna West and her 
brother joked that their father wasn’t 

allowed to attend career days 
at school, because then their 
friends would learn that he was 

a toilet salesman.
Fourteen years later, armed with a 

Walkie Talkie and a Red Bull, West has 
assumed a similar role in the family 
business and she’s not ashamed of it.

West has found her life’s purpose 
at H&H Home and Hardware. One 
could argue she is a toilet salesman, 
but she’s also a buyer and marketing 

specialist for a Marion business which 
has attracted national attention in the 

hardware industry. 
West’s creativity and energetic style has 

put H&H Home and Hardware on the map 
for its timely, reliable service and a quirky style 

of community engagement.
At 36, West was a driving force catapulting the 

business from a one-room plumbing and electrical 
speciality shop on the south side of town to that of a 
department store at H&H Home 
& Hardware, a member of the 

Do It Best cooperative.
Excitement for her job 
and a desire to get cus-
tomers what they want 
and need is contagious. 
West naturally creates 

positive energy among 
H&H’s 12-person staff. All 

of these traits are what garnered 
multiple nominations, and ulti-
mately her selection, as a Critten-
den Press’ 10 Under 40 honoree.

Joining the family business in 2014 was a turning 
point for West. She worked alongside her father, Alan 
Hunt, and H&H co-founder Phillis Hardin for about 
four years before Hardin sold her part of the business 
to West and her husband David.

It was in the small shop on South Main Street that 
West developed a penchant for plumbing and electrical 
supplies. 

She was a good student in school, always enjoyed 
learning, but isn’t embarrassed to admit she tried college 
twice. Both times she determined it just wasn’t for her. At 
19 she became manager of a cash advance store in Prince-
ton, and was traveling throughout the state training other 
company employees by the time she was 24. 

A desire to learn and help others really began to germi-
nate at her dad’s business between 2014-2018 as Hardin 
explored retirement options and the business looked toward 
expansion. 

“It was the huge, pivotal point in my life, because I just 
found this thing I loved so much,” West said. “I found I really 
liked what dad was doing, which was sales – working with 
customers.

“I found I was really interested in all the parts and pieces 
and how they went together – helping the individual custom-
ers and learning what it is they do.”

West’s organization, marketing and creative skills were put 

on full display when the two-generation family business became a 
'o ,t %est affiliate�

“In September 2018, my goal was to open March 1, 2019. The Do 
It Best rep said there is no way we could open March 1,” West said 
with her trademark laugh. “We opened March 1.”

West said a commitment to make the store relevant on social me-
dia has helped it connect with people in the community and caught 
attention of regional and national hardware groups.

In 2021 she was named a top Woman in Hardware, this year the 
business made the cover of Hardware Connection trade magazine 
and essentially has turned heads by making hardware fun and 
interactive. 

This summer she and her husband will begin an intense six-
month management course designed for professionals in the hard-
ware, lumber and paint industry. Not ashamed to tell on herself, 
she laughs about hanging up on the man who called offering her a 
scholarship for the training.

She’s excited about the opportunity to grow professionally 
through the course. Graduates are industry leaders, and while she 
doesn’t aspire to leave Marion for bigger things, she would love to 
be involved in training and teaching on a broader stage some day.

As her expertise in the industry has grown, so has H&H under 
her leadership.

Facebook posts, a full-blown print advertising campaign, video 
advertisements featuring H&H staff on 
The Crittenden Press-produced videos, 
Ladies Night events, a fall festival, host-
ing food trucks on the store parking lot 
and inviting high school students to 
take prom pictures in the hardware 
store are just some of the things West 
has coordinated to pull people into the 
store and give the community some-
thing to talk about.

She has succeeded in making the 
store relevant and entertaining. 

“I want to say it’s because we are 
cutting edge and doing things no one has done before, but that’s 
not it at all,” she said. “It honestly started with social media and 
we use our Facebook page more for public relations rather than 
advertising in most cases, but social media created a way for us to 
connect with people, to become relevant.

“The more social media posts engage people, the better it is for 
us. It directs people to our website, which is the whole purpose 
behind it all.”

Her mom Stacy joined the family business in 2021 after a lengthy 
career at Ervin Cable in Sturgis. Today, Stacy and Alan Hunt and 
David and Shana West all work together - and it is evident they all 
love their jobs.

“We’re truly just doing what we love and I think people notice 
that… the fun we have is not forced fun, it’s not fake, because we 
are actually having fun. We have been received well and that is not 
lost on us. We appreciate it so much.”

West says H&H isn’t the best or the biggest hardware store, but 
it is unforgettable, she said, telling a story about showing up for a 
virtual interview in pigtails with someone from a trade magazine. 
She said it prompted some chuckles, but it made her memorable.

She surprised herself by getting emotional talking about her staff 
– or her team as she calls their employees.

“There is a whole group of people here who make a living and 
provide for their families,” she said, choking back an unexpected 
lump in her throat. “It’s the coolest feeling. It’s just Marion, Ken-
tucky but to us this is the center the world, the center of the uni-
verse.”

Thanks to the 10 Under 40 Sponsors
The Earl C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy
“Building Tomorrow’s Futures Today.”
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brother joked that their father wasn’t 
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